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MYSTERIOUS MARRIAGES; 
. When way ward paſhons Reaſon's power diſarm, 
And rob fair Virtue of her right to charm, 
How oft have ſages told, and poets fung, 
Man's like a bark o'er bounding billows flung : 
Vet ſhou'd that bark ſome ſkilful pilot gain, 
Or ſtruggling honour ſtill the men retain, _ 
By Morton n the day may yet be won, 
And ſafe in port the happy veſſel run. 
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Ho I exquiſite any diſh ate 


| be conſidered in itſelf, yet a conſtant 
repetition of the ſame at an entertainment 
would infalliby diſguſt the gueſts —And 
as authors may not unaptly be denommat- 
ed caterers for the Public, they ſhould en- 
deavour, not only to ſeaſon their produc- 
tions well, but to offer ſuch a variety as 
„hall keep the attention awake, and not 
oblige the Reader to exclaim, * "Tis at 
leaſt the fiftieth edition of the ſame 
ſtory.” For this purpoſe we have novels 
in letters, novels in chapters, and novels 
Heaven knows how many ways, till one 
would imagine the attempt were as eaſy 
to create a world as to write a novel upon 
a plan entirely new. Convinced of this, 
the author does not-preſume to intrude his 
little work before his kind peruſers as a 
rara avis, an abſolute black ſwan ; but only 
as a mode of writing rather leſs worn down 
than the aforeſaid letters, chapters, and 
other ingenious deſigns and litera 
vehicles ſo long made uſe of. To blend 
the utile dulce, to improve and entertain 
have been his objects: Such an attempt 
will ever, by a liberal Public, be deemed 
. A 2 laudable; 3 


iv RE ACE 

faudabfe; and fhoutd the performanee 
prove worthy their attention, it would be 
an inſult on their underſtandings and gene- 
roſity to doubt a moment of its ſucceſs. 
To their protection he commits his little 
Offspring, certain the fondeſt parent could 
wot preſent his darling to more indulgent 
hands—hafids ever ready to reward merit, 
and look with candid lenity on thoſe im- 
perfections, from which few writers are 
exempt, and which, therefore, to be en- 
tirety without is more than the writer of 
this can, in his moſt vain Ns] be 
induted to imagine. 55 | 25 
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Lord Altamont, | Lady Altamont. 

Hon: Mr, Altamont, {| Mifs Altament, in reality 

olonel Morton, lf Mrs. Clerville.. 

F. I Clayton. : 
, e Milf Sedly, in reality, 

W „ Mrs. Morton. 
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$CENES—London, Altamont- Lodge, an lap 
. and a Country Village: 


„ * 


THE 


DOUBLE PERPLEXITY ; 
| O R, 


THE MYSTERIOUS MARRIAGES, 


: oe ; ; A\ b 4 
e 

. SCENE. Au Inn at Canterbury. 

Haxpv ſolus, throwing down a portmanteau. 


0, Mr. Portmanteau! be ſo obliging as to lie 

| quietly there, or I may, probably, lie myſelf 

- W- down as quietly, ſince I am nearly tired to deaths 

What an unfortunate thing it is to be clever, be- : 

ceauſe my maſter, Colonel Morton, knows the bril- 
liancy of my genius, 'tis with me as with a ſecond 

| Mungo—Handy here, Handy there, and Handy 
every-where—The other day we were at Paris, 
.now before a man can well turn himſelf about we 
are in Canterbury, and truly we muſt be in Lon- 
don to-mght, though every bone in my ſkin is 
diſlocated with rumbling over the confounded 
pav'd roads of France, and toſfing in the plaguy 
packet—nor can I, for the ſoul of me, conceive _ 
what ſhould occaſion all this mighty expedition.— 
The Colonel can't come home to be married—to - 
A 3 (mp 
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my knowledge he has one lawful wife already, and 
though we have leit her behind under the maiden 
appellation of Miſs Sedley, ſhe is no lefs legally 
Mrs Morton, tor all-that.—Since this then cannot 
be his ſcheme, What the devil can be the meaning 
of this our galloping journey, eſpecially as I never 


heard of any rich old «aunt or gouty uncle have 


taken it into their heads to be weary of this life, 
and leave him a good fortune to enable him to Hke 
it better than they did or that he has rode expreſs 
to blow out the brains of ſome impertinent, who 
might have been ſo unpardonably ünpölite as to 
aver it was hot when he might think proper to ſay 
it was cold, or any other fratter of equal import- 
ance. However, I'II puzzle my brains no longer, 
but give way, that is if I ean—{bell rings) and 
there founds a proof, I cannot—/the Colonel calls } 
Handy, Handy''—And at laſt enters. OY Rs. 
Col. Morton. Order the fellows to be ready with 
the chaiſe immediately. Handy bows and exit.) 


{The Colonel takes a letter from his pocket and 


looks it over.) | 
How often have I read this epiſtle of his Lord- 
Thip, yet to what putpoſe do, I perſue it; or, in- 
deed, to what [purpoſe have -I- travelled ſo far in 
conſequence of it, —Are there not invintible, in- 
furmountable obſtacles to a compliance with the 
requeſt it contains.—Since then, without an ex- 
planation of thoſe obſtacles, it is impothble I can 
viſit the Altamont family with honour. How un- 

accountable is the almoſt irreſiſtible impulſe that 
Teems to drive me thither once more, let me 
repeat my attention to the contents of Eord Alta- 
mont's favour, | Reads. 
| | DEAR 


C73 


DE AR HENRY, | 

A long acquaintance with your father's virtues, 

endeared him to my heart, and made me ever wiſh 
for an alliance with his houſe. On his death-bed 
1 told him my defires, he graſped my hand affec- 
'tionately, and his laſt breath was employed in his 
thanks to me, and his prayers for your proſperity. 
'You was then much too young to be informed of 
our converfation, you now are not, My Lydia is 
eighteen, a partial parent thinks her handſome, and 
he Knows her good—Herfelf and thirty thouſand 
pounds await your acceptance; and your early ap- 
7 91 in Groſvenor-ſquare will convey the 
higheſt pleaſure to your ſincere and expectant 
Friend. R 5 | of 
en | ALTAMONT. 


o 


wy * 


Generous Altamont What have I but my com- 
miſhon—and ſhall -I in return be baſe enough to 
deceive a mind ſo noble—ſhall I aſſume the cha- 
racter of a lover to his daughter, at a time when I 
zam engaged by ties the moſt. ſolemn to another. — 
Fatal moment.— Vet has my Harriet a fault; can 
I reproach; her with either. coolneſs or inconſtancy; 
can her mind or perſon, be condemned. What 
cruel caprice, then, makes me thus neglect her 
thus refuſe her the juſtice of openly acknowledging 
her my wife and thus follow a purſuit only to be 
attended with confuſion and diſgrace.— Vet I will 
ſee Miſs Altamont, though reaſon would perſuade 
me it is even worſe than madneſs.—Frail mortals! 
how little do we liſten to her dictates - but how 
blindly do we follow our Wwhims, our follies, and 

our paſſions. e Vs | 
Enter 


(3. 
Enter Handy. 


Handy. The chaiſe is ready, Sir. 

Col. Morton. Very well. _ 

| ( Rather ſharply, and exit. 

Handy. Egad, my maſter ſeems a little tir'd with 
his expedition too, I think—I hade not heard him 
ſpeak lo croſs for a month. To do him juſtice, 
thangh a Colomel, I do not believe he fancies 
himſelf entitled to ſend us poor valets to the devil, 
at leaſt, four and twenty times a day. However, 
in his preſent humour, it is no bufineſs of mine to 
ſtand prating here—ſo off we go again, to ſtop the 
Lord knows when, for never was he fo reſerved 
ſince Handy exerciſed his handy abilities in his 
Hexvice, | Exit Handy. 


SCENE HL. 
Lord Altamont's, in Groſuenor-ſquare. 


Miſs ALTAMONT, and Miſs CLAYTON. 
Mz/s Clayton. How beavily you ſigh, my dear 


dia. | 

Mz/s Altamont, Have I not reaſon ? 
M/ Clayton. Not that I know of.—It is un- 
kind to keep your ſorrows to yourſelf ; you rob me 
-of my right in not telling me to participate in 
them I am ſure you know all my little troubles. 

M/, Altamont. Little troubles indeed, my dear 
ſympathizing Clayton ; how happily for you they 

et are ſo— Alas, mine are of a greater magnitude: 

his morn diſplayed a ſcene in which my future 
hopes of happineſs or miſery are intimately con- 
cerned, Have I not then cauſe to be nur 


Miſs 


12 
M Clayton. Ah! let me know it — Though 
T can boaſt but a ſmall portion of that good ſenſe 
which diſtinguiſhes Mifs Altamont, I may have the 
felicity to hit upon an expedient which may alle- | 
viate your ſorrows—at all events, I with to ſhare 
that affliction I cannot leſſen. | 
M. Altamont. Kind Charlotte, I can no longer 
refuſe you !—Know-then, tis not above two hours 
fince I have left my father, who had called me 
into his ſtudy, ter a purpoſe” to me unſpeakably 
dreadiul—a propoſal of marriage was the horrid 
theme ! | | vr 5 VV 
AM Clayton. Heavens ! is that ſo very terrible? 
Miſs Allamont, Have patience—** The gentle- 
man I have ſelected for you, ſaid my Lord, is 
in his perſon, and in character, unexceptionable; 
and what may be to the full as intereſting, a young . 
officer ; if to this I add, he is the ſon of my deareſt 
friend, Mr. Morton, and that my heart is fet upon 
the match, from the ever yet fhewn obedience of 
my daughter, I expect no oppoſition: to my wiſhes 
Her happineſs. will ever be dear to me; and in 
this, I think, I have effectually conſulted it.“ 
It. was with the utmoſt difficulty I ſtammered out 
a deſire to be allowed a ſhort time to conſider on 
fo important an object, as a change of ſituation 
which muſt determine my future fate. This Lord 
Altamont was too reaſonable to deny he permitted 
me to retire and, alas, my Charlotte, I am now 
completely miſerableeee. 
AM Clayton. Yet why, my deareſt Altamont.! 
Col. Morton, I have heard deſcribed as handſome, 
as accompliſhed a man, in very little danger ef a 
refuſal from our ſex, whenthe ſhall be inclined to 
convert ſome blooming virgin to a wife; nor 15 14 
f 8 e By 8 


= Ac 


L 10 J 


ſee any thing ſo lamentable in it, being your fa- 


ther's intention you ſhou'd be that Lady. 


Maſs Altamont. Ah! Clayton, how much I 
bluſh, when I tell you I have no claim to the title 


you have mentioned. —Col. Morton has been wrote 


to by my Lord—is expected every hour. —low 
can I receive him on the projected footing, when 
the falſely called Miſs Altamont is the wife of 
Clerville. 5 | „ 
/, Clayton. Aſtoniſhing—Ah ! you cloſe con- 


cealer, the wife of Clerville, that amiable youth, 


ho ſo frequently viſited us when we were in Paris, 
at which time, [ 

mont ſay, Col. Morton was in Italy. | 
M/ Altamont. Yes, it is even ſo—the ſweet 
addreſs, the ſoothing magic of the all prevailing 
Clerville, made me forget my filial duty, and a 
private marriage was the conſequence.— The dear 
Clerville followed us to England, and reſides in 
town; how little does Lord Altamont ſurmiſe he 


has already a ſon-in-law, though not in Colonel 
Morton. — What muſt be the ſtate of my anxious 


boſom, conſcious it muſt be known, yet dreading 
the awful moment when it ſhall be related. The 
leſs objection I can make to Col. Morton, the harder 


is the taſk, the more inevitably muſt an eclairciſſe- 
ment enſue, —Ah! pity me, my Charlotte, may 


you never know my diſtreſſes. ad rs 
is Clayton. Pity you—Ab ! ſincerely ; What 


is to be v4 e e you throw yourſelf on the 


eneroſity of the Colonel !—A generous mind will 
enn to take advantage of your confidence, and he 
may not invent ſome plauſable excuſe to my Lord, 
for avoiding the honour he intends him, but may 
even, perhaps aſſiſt you in the ſo much dreaded 
diſcovery. 5 : | 


think, I have heard Lord Alta- 


a 


MI Altamont. I have no other reſources, I 
will be explicit with him, and endeavour to hope 
the beſt. Lend me your arm, my Clayton, and let 
me endeavour, by getting a little air, to revive my 
exhauſted ſpirits. ( Exeunt. 


2/5 Sedly's apartment in Paris. 


Miſs SEDLY ſeated, playing on the guittar, and 
ſinging, © 
Long as-each revolving hour 
Bade my anxious boſom mourn, 
Can no kind, no pitying pow'r, 
Haſte my Morton's ſafe return. 


Unrequited paſſion's anguiſh, - 
Even then ſhould cauſe the tear, 1 
HFHapleſs Palas muſt I languiſn | 


Even were my Morton here. 


While yonder mirror yet can ſay, 
Still I'm young, and ſtill I'm fair; 

Falſe Morton feels his love decay, 
And leaves me victim to deſpair, 


Kind ſoother of my ſolitary hours, thou pleaſing 
inſtrument, how doſt thou endeavour to ſteal from 
paſſing moments {ome portion of their load of woe; 
yet J have, at leaſt, one conſolation amidſt my 

ſufferings, 


— > Aa 
— 


1a 


ſufferings, the happy reflection, that I have not de. 
ſerved them. If the trueſt love that warmed the 
female heart could have entitled me to my Colonel's 


cConſtancy, it ſhould be mine, — Alas, how ſoon 


have all thoſe vows, thoſe raptures, with which he 
impreſſed on my ſuſceptibility the ſtamp of genuine 
affection, been forgotten. Where does he wander 
for what purpoſe does he roam! No duty calls 
him from my arms, ſince the trumpet of Rm 18 
exchanged for the ſoft lute of the olive-crown'd 
Peace. But, ah ! let me not dwell on his unkind- 
neſs. (A knocking at the door is heard.) I with 
for no viſitors, es how cautious muſt I now 
be, a deſerted wife is an object ever ſubject to the 
buſy obſervation of - ſcandal, and the cruel world 
will ungenerouſly add to her real diſtreſſes the 
venom of fiftitious report. —Oh, it is my uncle 
Crab, to me a liberal benefattor ; yet, from having 
been unfortunate enough, more than once, to have 
fallen into hands Fl talents were employed in 
deceiving him, he, improperly, ſuſpects the whole 
world of ſimilar deſigns, and it would be no very 
eaſy matter to perſuade him, it is poſſible to find 
an honeſt man.— The deſertion of my Morton, 
will give additional ſtrength to his arguments, nor 
can I tell how to conceal my ſorrows and their 


'Cante. | 


i Enter CR AB. 


Crab. Good morning, niece. ET 
M/ Sedly. I am happy to ſee you, my dear 
uncle. ele [21 $3 adi # 

Crab. I believe you may; but it is not one in a 


hundred I Would believe. Moſt people, now. a- days, 


never are ſo completely happy to ſee their friends 
as juſt when they wiſh their throats were cut. | 


Ss 2, JT Eh 1 
i/5 Sedly. Surely you judge too hardly of 
,,, TX 541 e 
Trab. I am afraid not; but, hey- day you have 
been in tears, niece !—What did the Colonel for- 
get to kiſs thoſe pretty ruby lips of yours before 
2 went out this morning; or has your ſquirrel,, - 
33 SCOTT: e | 


— » 


— 


1 Wateb'd occaſion, broke his chinn, 
And ſought his native woods again? . 


M Sedley. (With a heavy fg, Colonel 
Morton did not go out this morning, Sir. | 
Crab. O, what. is he in the houſe then and | 
never to make his appearance,—I take it very ill, 1 
„ 4. | — 
Me Sedley. Indeed you wrong him. I have 
not ſeen or heard of him this week — and then only 
by a ſhort note. He acquainted me particular 
buſineſs required his preſence in England but he 
left me totally in the dark as to the nature of it - 
nor did he ſolicit my company! | 
Crab. There's a precious fellow for you now £ 
A dog, that not ſix months ago would lie under 
your window from ſun-fet to ſun-riſe in a cold 
winter's night—and vow, ſwear, and lie, till hies 
throat was dry again. | £ 
/ Sedley. Conſider, dear Sir, he is my huſ- ; 
band— do no be fo harſh in your expreſſions, 
were it but in pity to your diſconſolate, aban- 
„ . 
wt. Crab. Fiddleſtick—all ſtuff and nonſenſe—But 
pray do you feel not a little inclination now, to 
Aiſcover in what manner he may chuſe to emploß 
himſelf on theſe little rambles? 8 : | 


\ 
EEE 


o 
m 
— 


e 


—— 


r 
WA OO ET TSA | Ie OI OI one, reg. <> 
* 1 8 = 
— 7 


7 


F = Se. ont 


r * 
N rr e 
* rt 


—— —— — — — 


— 
3 — 
— — 22 ' —— — bu ˙ —— —*˙ë7—Q e.55 
* 


1 
J 
21 
u 9 * 
44 
L 
* 
| 
& 
| 


FD Ef Ads; FP 
Ma Sedley. Alas! he is his own maſter. My 
employment is to ſigh and weep. 5 3 
Crab. His own maſter, is he? — Faith, that's 
more 'than moſt. married men can ſay.— But, how- 
ever, as you are ſo ſorrowkul, I will juſt, at pre- 


ſent, entertain you with no more of my ſarcaſms, 
as the Colonel is pleaſed to call them, but 1 85 


inform you, I too have ſome particular buſineſs 
{of rather more importance than his, I believe). 
which calls me likewiſe to England—and I think 


you cannot do better than to go along with me.— 


O, I ſhould enjoy catching my gentleman by ſur. 
prize vaſtly to pop upon him juſt as he was kneel. 
ing at the feet of ſome tranſcendent fair, arid en- 
deavouring to make as pretty a fool of her, as he 
has of a certain relation of. mine. „ 
M/ Sedley. How can you banter me at ſuch 


* 


a time? — Indeed, I am ill able to bear it.— And, 
beſides, was I to do as you propoſe, he would 


deem me an impertinent intruder on his concerns; 
and it would, perhaps, ſtill more effeCtuall eſtrange 
him from me. | | . 
Crab. Never fear.— I have a ſcheme in my 


head leave matters to me If I do not make him 
as fond a love- ſick ſwain as ever, then never deem 
well of my politics more. | 


Mis Sedley. O, uncle Could, could you ac- 
compliſh that point, my grateful boſom would 
adore the ground that bore you. 1 pt 

Crab, Well, well—we ſhall ſee. Get you ready 
for your journey.—I have ſomething to do juſt 
now; but will call on you, and ſettle the hour of 
our ſetting out, O, 1 will manage him, depend 


on me,—A pretty fellow, indeed! | Exit Crab. 


SCENE 


(04 IF EY 5 
„ 
SCENE IV. 
Lo RD ALTAMONT's. 77 5 
5 Lord and Lady ALTAMONT zn the drawing-r00m, 
; 8 © Miſs ALTAMONT and Miſs CLAYTON, the 
s ͥw one at her tambour, and the other at her forte 
) 1 piano. „ | „ 
„ M Clayton. This is the moſt lively little 
bagatelle of a tune I ever met with.—Do you not 


think ſo, Miſs Altamont? (Turns and percetves 
her friend leaning in a diſconſolate attitude over = 
her frame; riſes, goes to her, and endeaJburs ts 
amuſe her by talking about her work.) 
Lord Altamont. J am amazed the Colonel is not 
yet here, my Lady—lI am afraid my daughter will 
think him not the moſt impatient lover in the uni- 
verſe.— Shall you not, my dear ? EE, 
M/ Altamont. Indeed, my Lord, I entertain 
no ſuch thoughts, | oO LE, PE 
Lord Altamont. Well may be fo,—I believe my 
anxiety has made me forget how ſhort the time is 
fince I wrote to him. On recollection, it is hardly 
poſlible he ſhould be here yet. Tg 
Lady Altamont, My dear Lord, I am much ſur. 
pris'd you ſhould take ſo little notice of our Lydia. 
My beloved child has lately been but the ſhadow 
of her former ſelf, The roſes of Hygeia have fled 
her cheek, and left the lily in poſſeſſion of that 
face in which they once ſo ſweetly blended them- 
_ ſelves together. My Lord, we muſt have ſome 
advice. - pee, „„ 
% Altamont (afide.) Affectionate mother 
Ah I- did I. dare to confide in thee the ſource of 
| Be Jo 
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8 my diſorder, how would it eaſe my throbbing, 


r hat ]¶ ͤ 
i" 4 Lord Altamont. Why Lydia is a little fair, I 
i" 3 acknowledge; but there is no neceſſity for a girl 
il 3 of quality looking like a country hoyden. I ad- 
mn mire the delicate ſtyle infinitely more; and no 
BY doubt Colonel Morton, as a man of refined taſte, 
il | Will be of my opinion. F 
Wi" Tad) Altamont, On my congratulating Lydia 
1. upon the intended union with that amiable charac- 
_--- ter, ſhe thanked me with her uſual fweetneſs ; but 
( methought a penſive languor ſeemed ſettled in her 
Wi >, deatures—and her ſubſequent reſerve, even to a 
| mother, has alarm'd every maternal $53 M 
Should ſhe be averſe to the match !—ſhould ſhe 


| 8 Lord Altamont. All decent modeſty nothing 
* elle, my Lady — tis all ſo: much the better; but 
1; leſs me, is not that a chaiſe rattling through the 
Et. ſquare? Perhaps qur expetied—at leaſt I hope ſo. 
M/s Altamont. (aſide.) At much as I fear it. 
Lord Altamont. It has ſtopped, and with us. 


: 
iv | be miſerable! | 
| 
| 
| 


Enter SERVANT. 


©. Servant. Colonel Morton is arriv'd, my Lord. 
Lord Altamont. Shew him up immediately. 
FM Clayton takes the hand of Mi Al- 
| tamont, who eee ready to. faint.) + 
I Clayton. For Heaven's fake endeavour to 
ſupport yourſelt. Conſider the appearance your 
evident perturbation muſt . 0 
M. Altamont. Tis true, my dear Charlotte; 
but tis no eafy taſk to look at eaſe, When thus 


©, agitated by conflifling paſſions. 
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mont mews her daug 


- "0/7 | | 
What a handſome fellow he 1s ?—Was he come 
to marry me, I would not ſigh ſo bitterly. 


agreeably to your 1 withes, 


1.9% 1. 


Enter Co LoN ET. 


| 7 Lord Altamont runs up to him, and flakes iim 


_ by the hond.) 


% Lond ent, , Welcome, m Culidet. 
Colonel 


—thrice welcome to Grolvenor-ſquare—— 
Morton, ladies. “ Tony curteſy, while Lady Alta- 
ter with anxiety, who avoids 


her ores J 


Colonel. Caſide. Now, which of theſe two ladies 


is my intended? Both are exquiſitely beautiful; 
yet, tho” the countenance of the younger appears 


clouded by the rude touch of ſickneſs, there is | 


de in it infinitely touching and intereſting. 
layton. (ina whiſper to Miſs Altamont 


Miſs Altamont. (farntly ſmiling.) Go, yon 


wild girl. {The Colonel returns lus Lordſhap's 


1 and bows to the Ladies 
Colonel. I am rendered ſupremely happy by 


your good opinion, my Lord, and know not how 


to make a ſuitable return; but it ſhall be my 
fudy—my——— ps 725 
Lord Altamont. O, I make no queſtion you 
was going to ſay ſomething incomparably polite; 
but if you will be ſo kind as to ſave your fine 
ſpeeches for the daugher, the father will be 
equally ſatisfied.— M 
Altamont % lo. 1 
Colonel. {afide. ) Would to Heaven it were in my 
pewer, Aloud.) If every exertion and atten- 
tion, my Lord, can at tain me that happineſs, with 
What ſolicitude ſhall I employ every effort to act 
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Make her happy, and Lord 


Lord 
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eme, I ſuppoſe you will chooſe to adjuſt your ; 


ture on this enchanted ground. Have I ever pre- 


a lovely girl is Miſs Altamont! Yet ſhe does not 
What ſhall I ſay to her? My guilt will, I fear, 
opinion would gain her love. Villain! for 


Could you find no other houſe than that of your 
beſt, your only benefactor, for ſo. baſe a purpoſe! 


Path of guilt !—I'll think no more. Fate may do 
its worſt, Miſs Altamont in one ſhort moment, 


40-drels—{ rings à bell.) 


Lord Mltathent. Juſt as it ſhould be kan 


travelling accoutrements a little. You are perfectl 
at home, and all my domeſtics at your e 
1 will then introduce you more particularly to 
Lydia. Our dinner hour is five, and we will. at 
preſent leave you. [ Exeunt all but the Colonel. 


ColoNEL /olus. | 
Colanel. Heavens! what a fool was I to ven- 


ſerved lo fair a character, to now cover myſelf _ 
with infamy, through my own infatuation. What 


ſeem more internally at eaſe than myſelf—Ah 1 
deſtroy my eloquence. Yet I would gain her good 


what purpoſe ? Is this a family to intrigue in 


Halt ad I reſolved to own, my engagements—to . 

be the man of honour—and had I not ſeen this 
bewitching angel, perhaps I might. Alas! in 
what a ſituation is the mind of him, who, ſtung 

by .conſcience, feels the'tortures, but yet treads the _ 


{hall prove a rich reward for future pain. { Look- 
ing at his watch.) Tis late—I have ſcarce time 


7 NES ER Enter SERVANT" 
Colonel. Will You tell my fellow. Handy, he is 


wanted [Servant bows and exit. 
| Enter 


* 


1 a9 J 


Enter Haxpv. 


Colonel. Do you know my apartment 5 

Handy. Yes, Sir, the houſekeeper has juſt 
ſhewn it me. 
Colonel. Very well; conduct me to it —and at- 
tend to Fut my. hair in order. 


[Exit Colonel and Handy. 


Enter two or three of Lord Altamont's SERVAN TS, 


the Butler, Houſekeeper, and Valet. 


Houſekeeper. So, Mr. Corkſcrew, he i is come 
What a fuſs he has made — There was my Lady 


| ſent for me yeſterday. * Mrs. Napkin,” ſaid ſhe, 
* be ſure the blue ſattin room is got ready, and 


take particular care the bed is well air'd—and” 
Corkſcrew. Ah—and there has my Lord told me 
to-day to get one dozen of his moſt choice wine, 


that he had imported himſelf. 


Valet. And all on the Colonel's. account, TH 
warrant you— for he ordered me to tender my ſer- 
vices, and make him always as low a bow as I did 
to himſelf, But T hear ſomebody coming the 


7 ladies, . ; let us be off. 
8 L Ereune « emnes. 
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Enter Suk kv, Miſs Altamont's Woman, ſinging 
'. careleſly, with one of her Miſjtrees Caps in 
her Hand.. | 


O! and I will be married, | 
The deuce of a bit an old maid will I die, 
At leaſt not to do it, I'll heartily try, 
 Heartily try: e 
At leaſt not to do it, I'll heartily try. 


So, ſo, we have got viſitors, I find. I wonder 
what ſort of creatures they are. The maſter's a 
Colonel I hear ; fo ſmart, no doubt—and his man 
in the army too, I ſuppoſe—and who knows may 
be as ſmart as his maſter. I ſhuuld like a ſoldier 
of all things. I'Il get a ſight of them, and, per- 
haps, ſet my cap at I know who- 1 c 
lings again.] O! I will be married, Gc. 


Enter HAN D, as from his Maſter's Room; his 
curling Irons in his Hand. 


Handy. Faith, what little ſyren is that—it ſings . 
like a nightingale. I wiſh it would turn this way. 
It won't—well, PII go forward. {Handy paſſes 
er, then faces about and meets her.) Pray, my 
dear, could you tel] me where I could heat theſe 
pinceis of paper and twiſters of hair? 


Sekey. 


o 


— 


» © 
* 


1 @ 7 1 


= Tukey." (abide. ) How. cleverly he talks! Fincers 


of Paper. and twitters of hair! Any one of our ig- 


norant blockheads, my Lord's own valet not ex- 
cepted, would have called them nothing but curl- 


ing irons. C Aloud.) I will ſhew you, Sir. 
Handy. Poſitively; I believe L have found out 
mylelt. WE rg. DO x 
o | 1 
Handy. (affettedly.} At the fire of thoſe bright 
eyes, which having already inflamed my heart, 
maſt poſſeſs ſuperior brilliancy - ſince never was it 
thus enraptur'd by thy ſex before. ¶Aſide.) Hum ! 
1 ſtole that out of one ot the Colonel's old love- 


letters to our deſerted bride. 


_ Sukey. (gigghng.) La! Sir; Is your. maſter as 
fond * eng ng loft Mr. T pats a ? Weſhall 
have a pure merry houſe. 4 bien 
Handy, Joking, my dear,! No, I am ſerious, 
upon my honour, as the Colonel ſays; ſerious in- 


deed; and by this kiſs {/alutes hier I ſwear you 
are the moſt adorable, moſt enchanting of women, 


Afide.) How lucky to have a good memory. 

gad, I have got the whole letter by heart, I think. 
The devil's in it, if this don't do. + 

Sukey. (aſide.) I am glad he is not in jeſt, 


though I ſee I ſhall like him vaſtly, What a dear 
impudent toad it is? / Aloud, curtſeys.} Dear 
Sir, you are ſo flattering; but the gentlemen of 
the army are renowned for that. Blefs me, my 
' miſtreſs calls. Þ forget the time. -{Curt/eys again, 
„ DE 505 e LE ads 


HAN, /olus. 


If. you had ſtaid a little longer, you might have 


Jorgot ſomething elſe. However, here is a good 


foundation 
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1 5 foundation time and oppantinity. 80. pretty 
Ill | | Mrs. Sukey, I think I can tell your e as 
I" 1 well as any conjuror in town or country. | 
. {Exit Handy. 
N „ | 
| =: SCENE I Cervids Apartments, 
11 $f . 11285 8 
1 it | +... ACLERVILEE, ſolus. k 
1 Bleſt as I am in the Nabe ee of my ador d 
sq dia's love, what pangs alloy my happineſs, when 
| i" I refle& on the cruel reſtraint which obliges us to 
308 conceal our real. ſituation ! With what anxiety, 
Ht! © what agony, do I behold the effect her ſenſations 
278 have on my dear girl's health! I will bear it no 
1238 longer; I will conſult my Lydia. I will avow 
1 if myſelf to Lord Altamont the huſband of his 
$217 daughter. I will appeal to his paternal fondneſs, 
wil and plead for my wifte—my Lydia—and myſelf. 
i About this hour ſhe was to call on me, if ſhe could 
I is without ſuſpicion. {A knock 10 1 It i is her 
_ 4 * heart flies to meet her. 
N 1 
[| | Exter Miſs ALT AMONT. 
| | | bk | 3155 Altamont. My Clerville! 5 
TP | Clerville. My love; {till thus pale, thus dejected, 
| thou dear partner of my joys and my ſorrows. 
0 * Speak it muſt not be —in what manner beſt can 
| 39 T1alleviate this diſtreſs that preys upon your ſpirits? 
i I will brave every danger; 1 will hazard 1 
1 riſk. Speak, my Lydia. Had we not better di 
WW. cloſe our connection, than thus drag on exiſtence 
i ' in ſuſpence. 15 1 
1 A/ Altamont. Ah! chat we had a feu days 


85 g | Clerville, | 


ee een 
4¹ r — . N 
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1 
_ « Clerwille, (alarm'd). But now——what means 
my Lydia? What new diſaſter can have happen'd 
to blaſt my hopes, and hinder my receiving the 
bleſſing of Lord Altamont ? V 
M/ Altamont. A rival, Clerville! and ſuch a 
one, as I could for a moment forego my love for 
thee, no woman could reject. . 
Cleruille. Diſtraction! 90 NEW 
Maſs Altamont. Be compos' d. It is the ſon of 
my father's. moſt intimate friend, to whom, on his 
death-bed, he promis'd the latter I ſhould be united. 
I dread his fury on finding his deſigns fruftrated ; 
but more I dread my brother's vengeance. He 
was the inſeparable companion of Colonel Morton 
when he was abroad, and though at preſent at 


_ Altamont Lodge, will, no doubt, poſt to town on 


the news of his arrival; unleſs, as indeed my fa- 
ther hinted; we ſhall all go there. | 
Cle, ville, Be compos d! How is it poſſible !— 
Yet tell me—has the Colonel declar'd himſelf ; 
what has he ſaid ; how did you anſwer him ? 
M/ Altamont, When he firſt came it was near 


our dinner hour, and after a few common compli. 


ments, he retir'd to adjuſt his:dreſs ; but when our 
repaſt was over, he was introduced in form by 
Lord Altamont as my lover, who ſhortly left us 
together. | 

_ Cleroille, J am on the rack, my Lydia 
% 

/s Altamont, To do him juſtice, he began in 
the moſt delicate manner to expreſs his gratitude 
to my Lord for his kind intention in his favour, 


and his hopes thoſe intentions would be completed 


by my ſmiles, on which he a little romantically de- 
3 his fate depended, I was much on the 17 80 ©, 
; | indee: 
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inked; oY my father's account 'I could not leave 
him abruptly; but, however, behaved only with 
diſtant civility, and affected to take it only as the 
effect of his uſual politeneſs to our ſex; though 
well I knew how long the plan had been deter= 
mined. | 1 
I will 


Clerville. Madneſs and confuſion . 
go immediately to Lord Altamont- I will 'aver 


right : 

Mes Altamont, For the: love of — 
Wn ;peace---my: dear Clerville, do not be ſo vio- 
lent I ſcarce durſt ' ſtay, yet cannot quit you, 
till you give me the aſſurance you will take no 
ſteps till you hear from me again.---My affe&tions, 

need I tell you, are inviolableſomething may 
turn out to our e 9: 6 r e "—_—_ can 
be attempted. 

Clerville. Well —28 to pleaſe you is the mont 
of my ambition; I make the promiſe you requeſt; 
but be, in pity to my anxiety, as ſpeedy as poſſible 
in your communications. 
M Altamont, pant on 'me.....-Adieu, my 
all my huſband - 

Cleruille, Adieu, my Lydia l- When hext we | 
meet may it be for ever; at leaſt nll death ſhall 
leparate che ſaored ti. FER 


ENS. 
_ A Village Cottage near Altamont Lodge. 
Enter CRAB and Miſs SEDLEY.,  _ 
Crab. Here we are,—Not a little provoking 
though; Lord Altamont is not down at His ſeat, 
and his fon on a hunting expedition, His Lord- 
ſhip was a ſchool-fellow of mine, and I have been 
told has an amiable daughter; with her I had 
hoped to procure you an aſylum, while I went in 
ſearch of this runaway Colonel, However, as we 
have ſecured this little retreat, you can here reſide 
with that privacy you ſo much covet, till I pre- 
cure ſome intelligence. When 1 get te town I 
will wait on his Lordſhip, and ſince you defire it, 
without mentioning the Colonel's name, give him 
as much ot your 3 as may induce him to 
permit Miſs Altamont to viſit you now and then in 
your ſalitude, when they come to the lodge. 
M/ Sedley. How kind, my dear uncle! The 
countenance of a reſpectable family will indeed 
rotect me from the inſinuations of the maleyolent 
and ſhould I again be bleſt in my Morton's love, 
afford him ſatis faction. . 1 
Crab. Ah! Your Morton, as you call bim, had 
a great regard for your character, to be ſure. 1 
never liked that ſcheme of his, the keeping your 
marriage a ſecret, and 1 was a great blockhead to 
conſent; but let me meet with him, I Warrant I'll 
bring ay root. Co ER ed 
ifs Sedley. Only act with precaution, my 
deareſt uncle—refle& my all of happineſs is at 


lake! 
8 Crab. 
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8 A9 ye, aye, 85 that flake is in a pretty 
r $ Handy: but III fay no more, As you 
are fixed for the preſent, I'll e'en trundle myſelf 

0 London, ſo good morning, 
„ Sedley.. Since you cannot ſtay, Sr ſucceſs 
and arp attend you. 


2 1 56 


8 NE W. 


"wg Hon. Mr. ALTAMONT, attended by his 
| | Hunt/man, two French Horns, Se 


ls By Heaven, I'm moſt confoundedly 
Jatigued. We had glorious ſport too, Thieket.— 
Let the horns play that ſong you was ſpeaking of; 
1 think I'll hear it. 

Thacket. Les, your Honour———Blow away my 


e | 


Abtantont Lodge. 


/ Stags. * 
Mshe, awake, the morning WY 
* yonder ſprightly echoing horns 
Shall raiſe the drowſy ſportſman's head 7 4 
7 "Rae" ſhame him. von the florhful bed. 


CHORUS. 


Wich happy heart and aktive pace, 
703 join che ardours of the chaces 


f Before us care and forrow dies, „„ 
Drown'd in the jovial hunter's crit. 
As wily Reynard we purſus, 

And keep the bruſ- tail in our view. 


CHORUS. 


F 


we |= 


Y 


1 * 1 


n l. 4; ie 


With happy heart and*aRive bern, 
We join the ardours of che chace.. 


And when the noble ſport is done, 

Tho' long it held, tho' hard we me 

We briſkly charge the flowing ;, 
* ng friendſhip's Yow of —_ Be, 2 


-% * 


| CHORUS. 
With-happy heart and manly grace, 
| Rypcount the ardours of the chace. _ | 
Altamont. Gad! very tolerable, upon V word. 


"Buter SK RVANT, with'a Teliter. 


Feruant. From my Lord, Sir. { Altamont 3 


Altamunt. Coming down Colonel Morton ar- 
myed----marry. Lydia roaſt an ox----make all the 
tenantry drunk. — Faith, my father ſeems quite 
young again. ell, I have no objection; Cdlonet 


LON is a lad of mettle; and would on cure 


all Lydia's pinings and: whinings, III anſwer for't. 


And, upon my ſoul, the laſt time- I ſaw her, ſhe 


look d as. 1 me had liv'd mw chalk tor a twelve- 


— e E N E 9 5 92 
4 Farm Houſe near Altamont Lodge-. 


Enter CLERVILLE:. 
"The Altamont's, 1. find, are expected every hour, 


month. . en 


| a this their charming refidence, an” could. 1 bear 
C.2 | to 


LIE — 


r 


j 
. 


ͤ 0 „ 
to remain in town '!----How fortunate I have been 
able to procure accommodations at this famer's, 
who ſeems, in his way, to be a very honeſt, well- 
meaning man; though I fear not ſufficiently diſ- 
creet to be truſted with a ſecret of my truly deli- 
cate ſituation ——T ſhall here, at leaſt, have the 
leaſure ot ſeeing the very apartment in which m 
n repoſe. Alas! but little of that, if 
J may judge of her by myſelf. I may be able to 
meet her in her walks---I ſhall have it in m payer 
to obſerve the operations of my rival ; and ſhould 
it at laſt, prove abſolutely neceſſary, ſhall be upon 
the ſpot to make that diſcovery, on which our 
mutual happineſs ſo critically reſts. ] will ſtrole 
about the environs of their delightful park ; to me 
how doubly ſo, ſince there my 5 15 has often in- 
hal'd the breezy. incenſe of the morn, or enjoyed 


- the cool ſalubrity of dewy eve. I Exit. 
33) 


98 5 = Altamont Lodge. 


"Miſs ALTAMONT, and Miſs CLAYTON, in the 
* . former's Dreſſing-room. | RE ety 
N Clayton. My dear Miſs Altamont, how 


concern'd am ] to find our journey and arrival on 


it { | this {weet paradiſe, ſeem not to have had the effect 
WH! I could have wiſhed. Still does © Melancholy 
| I We mmark you for herſelf.” Would to Heaven I could 
| WH! | Real away your ſorrows; but J fear I ſhortly have 
| Tm %%% / oo III 
1 Miſs Altamont. Forbid it, kind ſpirit of pity.— 
11 How ſo, m . N 
131-49: | W Io, my dear 4 . WR 
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MI Clayton. Shall Eon my\weakneſs? Shall 
I tell my Lydia---I cannot: ſee the Colonel withom 
emotion. Ah! let me hide my: bluſhes--.-when 1 

pronounce, I loẽ,ꝑ . 5 1775 
M/ Altamont. Would he then transfer his af. 
fections, how happy be might make himſetf and 
others. T reſolve and rereſolve When I ruminate- 


on your plan of acquainting him with the ſtate of 


irs---ſhould he prove illiberal enough to 


prefer the gratification. of his own deſires to my 
peace of mind-- how eaſily might herfet my father 


and my brother irreconcilably againſt me l. -The 


fatal explanation told by him, would prebably- pro- 


duce effects I ſhudder but to think on -Was he 


2a man of real delicate qi e would drop- 


his ſuit from his on feelings; ſinee he muſt ſee 
with what- unteigned reluftance. E ſubmit to his 
 addreſles.. DEER e | 


% Clayton. Ah! Þ wiſh he could fee with: 
what pleaſyre I ſhould receive them. . 
MI Altamont. Lwiſn ſo too, my Charlotte _ 


May the great Diſpoſer of events, from our pre- 
ſent perplexities; produce future happineſs 1. L. 
will believe it, and endeavgur to aſſume a-little- 
chearfulneſs. Come, let us ramble into my fa- 
vourite ſhrubbery ; I want to order a: bouque, to 
All china jars. BY | 7 Nv, 

Ae Clayton. Moſt willingly----F am fond of 
flowers to exceſs---yet what a leſſon do they teach 
us ?----How: often has the moraliſt illuſtrated by. 
them this certain truth, * How- tranfient the en- 


„ 


-Heigh-hot „ PG | | 
M/ Altamont. Indeed; I muſt now, in my 
turn, be the comforteſs. And I muſt-confeſs,-m 
| C3. | 355558 


Joyments---but how certain the thorns of life!“ 


ET: 


one reſpect I have the advantage. 1 am, at all 


events, certain of the love of my Clerville, the 
man, the huſband. of my choice. ' 
M Clayton. 1 am confident, my dear, you did 


not think to wound me ; 0 that laſt expreſſion 
pains me to the ſoul; not for your felicity, but for 


my mis fortune. 5 


M/ Altamont. Pardon me, my deareſt Clay- 


ton, if I touch'd a point too tender. Come, let 


us walk. Exeunt. 


Enter ALTAMONT, as roving about the Village. 


+ Altamont. - By. all that's diſagreeable, 1 can't 3 


conceive what the devil thele ruſtics have done 


with their wives and daughters. I have not met a 
. cherry-cheek'd damſel in my whole peregrination. 


Curſed provoking! one cannot light of a petticoat 
any thing tolerable. That Miſs Clayton ſo eternally 
lock'd up with my ſiſter, is a develiſh fine girl; 


but I never can make any thing of her. She is as 
thy as a wild colt, and would as ſoon let me tie 


her garter, as to ſtay to let me finiſh one of my 
romantic effuſions. (M/ Sedley ſeen walking on 


the other fide of the way.) But who, in the 


name of beauty, have we'there ?—'Tis neither 


Lydia, nor that ſhittiſh little toad I have been talk- 


ing of; but, by Heaven, as elegant, as lovely as 


either. No, no; this is no production, from the 


amours of a Hodge or Joan, -- no ſkimmer of dairy 
cream-pans, or crammer of cackling fowls, ſqual- 


ling ducks and gobbling turkies. Here is grace 


here is ton and taſhion, Surely ſome acquaintance 
| | es Yn of 


CW 3 5 
ol Lydia's 1 have not yet ſeen, juſt come down, 
Vet, bang it, ſhe does not ſeem in a travelling 
"dreſs ; and ſee, ſhe enters yonder cottage; Can that 
be the habitation of ſuch a divinity ?='Phe door is 
hut. Ves, yes, ſhe is certainly at home. Egad, 
J muſt enquire about all this. Tis my father's 
manor, and all game worth ae that comes 
about it, is lawful prize. (Clerville paſſes him.) 
- Who next pray! D—n it, this is no ruitic neither 
== the dog looks like one of us, but curſedly in the 
dumps. I ſuppoſe he belongs to my charming un- 
-Kknown---to Judge by his-countenanee, however, he 
cannot be, juſt at preſent,” over and above in her 
good graces. Zounds! if he preſumes to croſs me 
in this buſineſs, I'll have him taken up as a pocher, 
and fent to ſea, or to the devil. Some of our 
tenants may poſſibly give me the information I 
Want -I'Il try at aſt Exit Altamont, Cler- 
ville remams.) / + STA 
dlerville. Is that the brother of the lover of my. 
Lydia? He certainly is of Altamont Lodge. Be 
it as it may, there is a peremptory haughtineſs im- 
eee on his brow, which alarms me. I like not 
der being under the juriſdictiog of one who ſeems 
ſo capable of abuſing his power Perhaps I wrong 
him; but I cannot efface the idea his viſage, his 
manner, gives me of his character. {paſſes on and 
exit.) JJ ET On oe 


: $ CE N E VIII. Colonel Morton's Chamber, ft 


Calonel MorToON, /otus. SPE 


What a pretty ſituation I have thrown myſelf 2 
into! My beautious inſenſible is as indifferent to i 
F po bs 9 855 all _ 


4 


W 


Sele. Dear me! 1 
well 0. da). This cap 


LT 
II IL ean ſay 0 do, as that amage over the chim: 
mey - piece. I begin to fear I ſhall make but a bad 
piece of buſineſs oſ it: F muſt have a rival— never 
Was Colonel Morton frown'd on by the ſex before. 
By Jupiter, a thoaght occurs. There is a good 
Amart girl in the houſe, a Maſs Clayton, I think 
they call her, Who apparently has ſome little inch- 


nation for me or my red coat, I can't tell Which; 


and as ſhe ſeems the entire confidant of Mils Alta- 


mont, by making a little mock love in that quarter, 


4 might get out the whole of -what I Want to know. 
In how many villainies does one crime involve a 


man, in order 0 ſupport it. {Rings his bell, enter 


Handy.) Where are the ladies? hs. 
Hany. Miſs Altamont and Miſs Clayton are 
gone towards the ſhrubbery, Sr. 
Holonel. I'll follow them. ¶ Erait ? | 5 
Handy. So would I my lovely piece of faded 
filks and refreſh'd ribbands, if I could find her: 
She runs an my head ſtrangely. Sure I ſhant be 
Auch a fool, as to become a B ick I'll keep 
.aff as long as I can, however. There ſhan't be a 
Aratagem left in the ingeniqus hrain of a walet, 
-when that mad action is committed by 1 Handy, 


prime miniſter and privy connſellor to the moſſt. 
magnanimous Colonel Morton. If I am not miſ- 


taken, that is her nimble tread along the gallery, 


and a coming this way. I'll hide behind the \cur- 


curtain and conceals kumſelf 
Enter Suk Ev, ue runs to ine glaſs... 


Mils Altamont gave me 


becomes 


tain, and ſurpriſe her. {Runs behind the bed. 


| 1 9 £4; " Hanvy ruſies out. 


E 

pete me ſo—1 wiſh chat Handy was here—1 
know he'd like me prodigiouſly.- But how ſhall 1 
| behave now ?—Not too bold for certain. Perhaps 
he'll want to kiſs me, as he did before. No, 
Mr. Handy, 1. I be none of that ſort, I 
aſſure you. —7 Bridiing u ky .) Thenthe Sparta 
in a genteel way—then I look down to hide my 
face; and then, he kiſſes me—perhaps three or 
four times—and then I muſt ſeem in ſuch con- 
fuſion, e very much pleaſed the whole t time. 


"Handy 8 you ſo, my girl. Well, Hong Vor | 
then,. a po hold of her. a [creams, 
breaks from him, and runs 0 18. you may 
run; but I purſue, as Apollo 0 40 = flying 
| a Doo I once read in my maſters Ovid. 

| eee her. 


* weep 7 — 5 * * . 1 
13 Ns EE Rt 5 þ 2 : 
: "Js * 33 1 


* . 


e Altamont 95 Study, - * 


Lord, and Lady ALTAMONT ſeated. 


9 Tone Altamont.” Well, my 1 you 
ſpoke to Lydia on the ſubject of her uneaſineſs? 
Lady Altamont. I have, my, Lord—but ſhe ſtill 
_ refuſes to make me acquainted WA} it; and begg d 
1 would, change the diſcourſe. 
Lord Altamont. I am convine'd, as. 1 laid be- 
fore, it is nothing but over modeſty. We wall 
haſten matters ſhe will, at bot tom, not be ſorry 


for it. O, what a day. 5 am determined it 
- | . bb e. 


1 


* 


%®_* 


4 * * t : — n 4A FI 


* "TY A r 
7 CY bn * 9 1 * 
7 


Fl 


| | be. Such entertainment !—the whole country 
pound, for twenty miles, ſhall. remember it wo their 
| SR. CET. Ls ni. 

Lady Altamont. Eu fear, my Lord, it will not 
rove a ſource of entertainment to your daughter ;. 
nor will ſhe, I doubt, recolle&t it with pleaſuge!. 
I iſh you would uſe a father's authority, and preſs; 


per more cloſely to be open with us. 
Lord Altamont. 8 my Lady. The 

bulineſs of the ſcene. will guckly cker away her 

yapours—and as for baſbfulnefs, a few x; ny 
ideas, and fo forth dont you recall how prettily. 
you once behayed in the ſame way ? You needed 
no coſmetic' to aſſiſt your bluſhes on the morn that 
made you Lady Altamont. So let us only think 
on the neceſſary orders My old ſolicitor, in. 
Lincoln's-inn, muſt be ſet to work inſtantly. II 
ſummon him on the back of one of his - own. 
-parchments. | 4 ; | | 
Lad) Altamont. Be it as you pleaſe, my Lord, 
May it all end well. Exit Lady Altamont. 


Enter FQOOSMAN. Ciues Lord Altamant a 
9 „%% è X 8 
Footman. From town, my Lord——left at. 


Groſvenor-{quare, juſt after your Lordſhip quitted 
„ J 


* 
＋ 


2 


Ha! what my old agquaintance Crabil-—'Ts. 
His hand and his ſignature. He is- a worthy fel- 
low himſelf, if we could but perſuade him to take 
the world as it runs, and, not lay on his colouring. 
ſo wonderfully black when he depictures it. Now. 
J  . OT; 


* 


On my arrival in England, accompanied by r 
miece, 1 did myſelf the pleaſure of calling at Alta- 
mont Lodge; where I was informed you was in 

London; Par in Grofvenor- ſquare I found, that 
While I Was —_ to town, your Lordſhip was 
ſting iato the country through which cireun 
; ee I was unfortunate enough to miſs of you in 

both. You have ever, my Lord; profeffed your- 
ſelf my friend, and, notwichſtanding my uſual 
opinion of men and manners, I am inclined to 


think you are ſo, which Crab believes of very few, _ 


1 affure you. T here put into your power a con- 
R mation of that thought. Miſs Sedley, of whoſe 
perſon. and accomplifhments you once ſpoke ſo 
Fiehly, is at this time actually in the neighbour- | 
Hood of your ſeat; at the White cottage, in the 
village contiguous to Altamont Park. From vari- 
bus incidents (tfrough inffnitely deſerving the 
Imiles Gf happine fs) ſhe is opprefs'd* by penſive 
ſorrow, and prefers the fimplicy of rurat fetirement 
to alt the glare of higher life. Yet; leſt that at- 
tachment to ſolitude ſhould fatally prey upon het 
exiſtence; an exiſtence to none dearer than the 
writer of this, the favour which I beg permiſſion 
to requeſt of your Lördſhip is (and I very ſeldom 
requeſt permiſſion to beg a favour of any one, not 
being at all fond of the buſineſs) to indulge Miſs 
Altamont in the office of ſometimes foothing the 
fair mourner's affliftion:; which, to the native be- 
nevolence of that amiable young. lady's heart, will, 


* - 


1 am confident, be the moſt pleafing oceupation I 
could have petitioned her to aſſume. My niece 
| ſhould have waited on your lovely daughter, but 
not even the conſideration of an acquaintance with 

. ; the 


SL 11 
the virtues of a Miſs Altamont could induce her 
to venture amongſt the gay circle of your Lord- 
ſhip's manſion. Though, often cruelly. deceived, 
to - HE has never been my province—nor would 
I, for a diadem, introduce to Miſs Altamont-one 
whom I could ever bluſh to acknowledge —the ir- 
reproachable, though unfortunate relative of, 


Miu Lord, 1 „ 
Pour Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
++ + ſincere and reſpectful friend. 
RED ERICK CRAB; 
Lord Altamont, 5 HOG 


To be forwarded to the Lodge. 
Lord Altamont. Surely my old Sir Teſty, as 1 
. uſed to file him, has adopted a new Elem of 
manners from his reſidence on the continent. 1 
mall be happy to oblige him, and will ſhew Lydia 
this (for him) uncommonly eivil communication 
directly. / Going.) O, here ſhe comes. 


Enter Mis ALTAMONT, looking down, as in 
7; | RT thought. © - . 


Lord ALTAMONT, LYDIA. 


M/ Altamont. My father! Starts, 
Lord Altamont. Your father. Why yes; but 
whence that exclamation, uitcred with all the 
dignity of a tragedy princeſs ?—I aſſure you, child, 
J have no ſuch thing as a dagger or bowl of poiſon 


about me. EE, 
: Ms 


% 
— 


1 3 


Miſs Altamont. Pardon, me, my 3 I 
was thinking, and did not at fir ſb ſee you. 

Lord Altamont. Well, well read this. Gives 
the letter.) What think you of it ? 

Miſs Altamont. 1 think, my dear father, that 
Mr. Crab has paid me the 6 reateſt of all poſſible 
compliments; and that the ſooner I haſten to Miſe 
Sedley, the more I ſhall merit what he has ſe 
kindly been pleaſed to wh { Afede. Ah, how 
well 1 know, > arp pręſſure of my own calami- 
ties, how exquilite is the relief of a eee 


ſympathizing breaſt! 


Lord Altamont. Viſit hs cottage then, as you - 
may deem it proper; and if its inhabitant can be 


prevailed upon to reſide, with us,. aſſure her of a2 


welcome. She may be one of Your: bride-maids, 
Lydia. 


"Miſs Altamont. The firſt 1 ſhall moſt earneſtly N 


endeavour to obtain the laſt. Sigl. 


Lord Allamont. There now N girls always 


appear ſo mightily lerious, at a time when, if you 


but tell the truth, you never were better pleaſed. : 


in your lives. EF Exit Lord Altamont. 1 55 


. Mais Altamont. My. father does not Hed: ſs 
continually to afflict 550 I muſt exeuſe the mo- 
tive, though thus hurt by the effet. Let me 


ſee, he has left me Mr. Crab's letter; it will be an 
excellent maſter of the ceremonies an my arrival 


at Miſs Sedfey' 6. 1 will take it with me, and walk _ 


| there immediately. If I can be of any. ſervice, 


every moment of delay would be a . to 8 


ORE? 72 Exit 2 8 Altamont. 5 
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Ne C ottage. 


, ALTAMSNT ang Miſs Spfr. 
1 ifs Altamont. 3 


INC E chen fo vain,- Maſs Sedley, have proved 
the poor talents of perſuaſion I am miſtreſs 'of, 
to e you to return with me to the 
permit me to lengthen my little viſn permit me 
to entreat you will conſider me as amongſt the- 
moſt ardent ot your friends —as one who, though 
Herſelf unhappy, will'ever think it a reat allevia- 
tion to her on misfortunes, to be a 0 Lender 
thoſe of another more ſupportable. - e 
N Seuley. This is indeed e with 
he exalted a of Miſs Altamont, and” fat / 
ſuperior to the warmeſt thanks of a not ungrateful 
beart would wiſh . 7 
Mi Altamont. © no more, my dear Miſs 
Sedley. ＋A . ſomethihg, tor Which 1 cannot ac 
count, ſeems to whitper me you are deſtined to 
prove the happieſt connection I ever formed with 
on ſex. Vourſelf and my much eſteemetl 
Clarion thajl ſhare my all of friendſhip, white 
Clerville wy my all of love. Have you ever felt 
that ſweet delicious paſſion ? Yet, would I could 
ſay, a paſſion whoſe {ſweets are unmixed with the 
bitters of anxious perplexity. 


"C = 7" 
PIN Ah would to. Heayen, 1 could 
0 


too | 
2 Auel, Vou e them. loved; But 
come, my dear, ſince that expreſſion. was alone 
the ſudden. effuſion of the heart, if you cannot 
think me worthy of: your confidence, I will. not 
take advantage of it; nor ſhall a alan on the 
fubje&-eſcape my lips—Yet——. | 
4% Sedly. Ah! Miſs Altamont, you, have. dif 
covered me and your declaration 1s ſo truly gee 
nerous, that I ſhould be unworthy your kindneſs, 
did 1 hefitate longer to avow my: love .es, 
paſſionately: love. But, alas !. my hapleſs fate l 
am doomed to adore a falſe and perjured bai 
Can. you forgive my foriner reſerve, when, I in- 
form you the „ Mils Sedlev—is a wife. 
. Mz/s Altamont. aſide.) Good Heaven Hor 
ſimilar ! in one reſpett we are. ſituated—yet, thank 
my better fortune, not in all. ¶ Aloud, Forgive 
| u. How. willingly: EF now. mult ſolicit, 1 
indulgence, ſince Þ two am no N Altamont. 
| Mijh Sealey. Aſtoniſhing! 
Mes Altamont. Behold in me the wedded panther 
el Eleiville, who claims. from me the: Tacred-; name 
off huſband. Y 2 „ | 
MV, Sedlgy.. Clervillos. * think? L have. heard 
the name in Paris. here did 1 firſt meet my 
dear, ungratetul Colonel. 
Miſi Alla mont. Eolpuch did y. ey! wes 
For edley; Tog e has Tuned | 
46 my! Morton. 
' Allanionk. @vioneb: Morton —— Miyfteri- 
on eaves | (Cla/ping- her. hands, a eee 
with joy, 


Au Sed _ dear, whence thi 
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| 2 
Taddentranſp rind e riconaman emotion FE 
Speak. What meanz : ad: 


Mi/s Altamont: 6 embracing her... Speak my 
f deareſt, beſt of friends PAYS to pour ten. thou 
Tand theufand thanks to tell "thee, in one ſhurt 
moment thou haſt relivec me from month of - 
; Hopeleſs miſery} y 8185 2 
Mzijs Sedley: Still am 55 4 at - 
J fear is a happineſs too 98 kor me to expett to 
accomf liſh. "| 
I/ Altamont. I is — it is accompliſhed. | 
Know then, as briefly as my beating heart will 
give me leave, Colonel Morton is this inſtant at 
the Lodge. 
M/ Sedley. At the Lodge! — Support me for- 
titude—aſſiſt me love. 
Miſs Alta mont. A real fat—and there for the 
expreſs purpoſe (countenanced by my father, who 
knows not that I am the wife of Clerville) of 
Paying his addreſſes to myſelf. Judge then my 
Felicity, ih findi 92 it is equally 3 impoſhble on his 
part to continue his NOOR, as it is on mine 
to receive them. | 
M/ Sedley. How: ut are we involved "oi 
I know not how to act. My Morton ſo near me! 
VJet perhaps ftill.—Adviſe, my friend direct me, 
in pity. to: my woes. 
Miſs Altambnt. Alas! how much I too hand i in 
need of counſel !—ſhall T pretend to liſten to his 
'Juit—Jhall I appoint a meeting 'Hhere—will not the 
ſight, at ſuch a moment, of the amiable, the 
_ deeply-injured- Sedley, awake repentance, ſhame, 
: remorſe, and make his future life a ſource of ten- 
or 26 joy to himſelf and you? 
DON ah O, would the dreaded interview | 


A ae Was 


} 


\ 


was.over !—T am incapable . thought.— I leave 


hs wi hole tg yo Wok l n 
he event, muſ me, the t 


58 8K 
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Mi Altamont. I do, ou "Ts 1 85 |! þ Tones 


me, if now, I _— you. 


| — WY. e nd as Ae, guel \ _Iweet, 

hope, to be your wo — 7 ain 
% 1 

a Sedbey. Adieu. Ah! what a 1 als 

has this, day developed! 80 - 


| 5 SCENT I | 
Ile, Cons, Wo, 
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en out, 5% es 40 Wy" * 
lt ance, out of fight... 


Clervill . " Yonder; comps wh, deareſt 1 1 
1 ee viſit, 1 er rel 29 585 
alls 1 
e 14 yet « beg be oY 
! ntfs it now. I cannot get the intelligence of 
Barns out of my head, who acquainted me 4 
monſtrous fine gentleman,” as he termed him, had 
ſet him to watch 
cottage from whence Lydia had juſt iſſued. I'll: 
outhribe this. laue * a he hoes "wes: 


tor ine. 
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every one who. entered the 
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Holo, my honeſt fellow ! „„ 
Barns. Sir. | 8 
Clerville. So, Barns, the genileman' deſired you 
to keep an eye at the cottage, did he ?—he gave 
you a preſent, no doubt. 
Barns. Yes, Sir; he gave me a Whgale half 
Wl Crown. 
it Clerville. Which 1 ſuppoſe you was very 
glad of. 
Barns. Why I be but a poor body and though 
I reaps and I mows, and I goes to ꝓlough and cart, 
yet deame and I be but badly off en mes alter 
all, a'nt pleaſe yoer honour. 7 
Clerville. Welt, Barnes, I will give you two 
: whole half -crowns, if inſtead of li, you will 
bring your news to me. 
Barns. Marry will 1; truſt Hodge Barns for 
that. / Scrapes ant ; Foes off.) 
Clerulle. So, it is at leaſt, two to one a cainf 
my rival, if he is fo, however | Exit Cleroille. 


— 


SCENE III. 


Hax DY' 055 sox zv. 


Handy. Faith then? my charming e 
tendant of luteſtrings, gauze and muſlins, ſince 
nothing elſe will do, I'll fairly take a- def] 3 
plunge, and jump over head and ears into t 
of matrimony. | 

4 Sukey.. 


9 4 


8 45 1. 9 
Guley. And pray, good Mr. deſperate Stuſker! i 


of coats, and overleer of ſhoes, boots and ſpatter- 
daſhes, how do you propoſe keeping our little 
veſſel above water, in this ſame terrible ſea you | 
WK DET? 
Handy). Why, the god of chincus' and games | 
has ſo 45 creed, that I ſhould (Lord knows how) 
abſolutely be worth two hundred and three 
pounds, three fhillings, and three pence halt- 
penny. Now, as you ſay, you have one hun- 
dred and- odd, beſide ſilver uckles, bodkin and 
thimble, we will take a ſmall inn, which we will 
. foon make a large one; by your pretty face in 
the bar, and my nimble abilities in the n 
join'd to ö 
Fufey. Ah, but you won't be jealous, bd!) 
Hand. O Lord, child no, not in the way of 
buſineſs! Jealous in the way of bulinels.!- Nos | 
no—I know. better than that. 
_Sukey, Well, a match then. he TO: 
 Hanay. Agreed. Going.) Den it. I'd like | 
to have forgot ſealing the bond; though ( Returns 
end kiſſes 4 onyx 
© Sukey. Witltout which it ſhould have been of \ 
no effect, 4 promiſe You: 5 


S O E N E. IV. 
Altamont „„ e 


Tord ALTAMON T, Mzſs ALTAMONT 


Lord Altamont. Lydia, my dear, why do you | 
not conſult your mother upon the ſubje& of your 
bridal nk 


$?—A Ye ſhort period will now, 
flatter 


H 
* 


— — — — Err. = = 
* — BY * D 2 — — ne RR — — 


— 


1 intended. 


on { 0 fad lubjeft 


WS) ; 
ptr moth we mp wp 


Ae Altamont. I am perfeßtly ready to 1 
the — my Lad ould be prove as 
. 4 Girl! Mile 
or $ wy; 4 eint Mile 
doubt of that, I fancy. mb 
M/ Altamont. Ot that I am not quite, ſo, clear. 


Fo. aſcertain it, I will, with my. father's. 
_ "miſſion, propoſe to the. Colonel a little ramble. 10 


the cottage; and there will, it not ae 


des wy honoured mother and yourſel n . 


aſteg, to drop in; when, if ot ans of 7 


| wilhes for my band, is thalk de his _—_—— 


tation.. 


Lord Allamont. What romantic; ſport arg you 
at now, Lydia ?—But, as the) Colonel op enjoy 
P ;plan'd by you, I give my copcurtrence. G 

am now happy. I told Lady Altamont. n Was 
all roper decorum, 1 was ſuxe.— Good Se * 
dia. How much am I phaſed, wath 


throw in a diamond necklace. j a org than 


s Altamont. Good m BY ebe | 
While 1 have now ſo fair a proſpect of a fav 


able denouement to my affairs, 9 is it overca 


by reflecting on what Miſs: Clayton will faffer, 


when ſhe finds the Colonel can never be hers !\— 


T would not wiſh to be-the- meſſenger of affliction ;- 


ef, as ſhe muſt know 1 it, were 1t not better to 
reak it to her pou chan to let it ruſh, upon her 


by. rize ?—Undoubtedly—but, in my re 2 | 
ie of 4 F cool oy, 15 nd a a being th | 
What's to be done: = 


an pile which Lin myſelf detiver; 


"will 


4 


* 
— 7 * 4 - 
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will fave us both an 1 of | confuſion and 
diſtreſs, (Exit Miſs Alta mont.) 


Enter Hon. Mr. ALTAMONT pon BARNS. 


* Altamont. Have you ſeen any one? 


Barns. No, your Honour but I have Wo 


ven, twice as much. as you was ſo kind to pay me, 
kor the very ſame thing, 


Altamont, Zounds and the devil il !—By who, 
pray d 


Barns. 1 don't know; but it was a tall "Can | 


. 8 1 man, in a brown coat, and mighty civil 
oken. 


Altamont. 58 his civility—the fellow I * 


Take this to quicken your apprehenſion; and if 


the brown coat comes near the cottage, come to 


me directly. {Exit Altamont.) _ 
' Barns, Ecod, tis half a © 


cottage for me. * Barns, 


\ 


SCENE "MF. 


Miſs CLAYTON in an Arbour in the Shrubbery, 
reading M/s Altamont s Letter... 


- 


M/ Clayton. Kind Lydia! how you endeavour - 


to conſole me. 


Yet, at laſt it is impoſſible to 


"conceal the fatal tidings 8 dreaded to be the- 
He can be 


Colonel's Ah! how I wiſh'd it. 
.neither's. That which has eas'd your heart, has 
-pour'd freſh anguiſh into mine. I had fondly 
Hatter'd myſelf; I had buoy'd myſelf with ideas, 


as futile as the dear deceiver's! I will retire from 


the Lodge. I will not ſee the as Le 
© 


Tis a Cas 


TE 95 
the real Morton. He may return to his allegiance. | 
She may be bleſt—but I nuff be for ever miler, 
able. Gracious Heaven! he enters the very walk 
that leads directly hither. I muſt fly. ( Retires 
With Precipitation. 1 8 £ pgs 
Euler Colinel Non ren. 
Colonel, Hey. dey ! Is the bluſhing. Clayton 
turn'd a ſecond Miſs Altamont ?—or, rather, have 
they chang'd their diſpoſitions? For this morning 
the latter favour d me with a {mile of complacency, 
her pretty pouting face has been a ſtranger to, 
ever ſince my firſt arrival. Nay, ſhe even pro» 
poled a party, en tele d tete, to viſit a little, roman- 
ile cottage it ſeems there is in the neighbourhoodi; 
at leaſt ſhe challenged me as her beau, and.I do not 
hear of any other invitation : a preſumptive. evi- 
dence, at all events. And may be propitious mo. 

a ments of fortune ever in future for AR me, uk I 
„ oo EET 


Su Snatch the glorious, golden opportunity, | 
And wich. prevailing youthful axdour woe her,” 


To morrow' is the happy day !—O thou god of 
eloquence, whether thou art juſt at preſent in 
Weſtminſter Hall, or at St. Stephen's, attendant 
on a Sheridan, fly, haſten to my afliſtance. Pour 
the melody of of thy: perſuaſive periods upon my 
tongue. 3 language failing at the mighty talk, 
teach me the unutterable glance of melting love 
the ſigh that breathes, the fond contagion, Thus. 

way, 1 win the-beauteous; fair! while roguith Cupid 
mall mne ow, my ſuccels, and Venus _ 


SE A 


% 


chaplet of unfating myrite dies nan | 
il 


ing brow Nor, while ſo important is the object, 
will I diſdain even meaner auxiliaries. T 
not a coxcomb, on ſuch an occaſion, a conſulta- 


tion with my yarerobe may not be improper or 
unneceſſaiy.— Vet ſtay.—Am 1 not a Colonel) 
Regimentals then, againſt the world. That point 
is carried, nem. con. Ye blacks, ye browns, ye 
fees what are ye to the all- commanding fearlet. 
The brightneſs of that enchanting colour com- 
municates a_brightneſs to the wearer's wit, and 
poth together attack the eye and heart fo power- 
fully, that many a timzd datnfel cannot muſter u 

aſſurance enough to attempt a defence, when thus 
forcibly attacked. Miſs Altamont, I do believe, 


* 
- 


will not prove a conqueſt quite fo eaſy. ©& The 


more danger, the more honour,” has been an adage 
among us military, ever ſince foldiers were in 
faſhion, which nobody will deny has been ſome 
- 4irhe, ſo it ſhall receive no contradiftion from me; 
and, in ſpite of my Cheſterfieldian 5 1 
Mall take the liberty to add another, as well Known 


in the tents of Venus, as t e firſt in the camp of - 


pleaſure; and thus prepared for the encounter, 


will I brave the hazards of the day. The ſignal 
for the charming onſet—“ Beauty, Love, and 
Altamont.” 78 | 


Exit Colonel. 
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SCENE VI. 
Tie Cottage. | 


Miſs SxpLEv, in a penſive Altitude, as deeply” | 
- + thinking; after an interval ſhe ſpeaks. FT 


Mis Sedley. To-morrow, then, is to be the de- 
cider of my deſtiny !—To-morrow, then, is to 

determine, whether my Morton will forego à law- _ 
leſs paſhon, and awaken'd by his native honour, 
return the affections of the ſtill-adoring Harriet; 
or whether, urg'd to fury by the diſappointment 
ot his unwarrantable hopes, diſguſted fly me, and 
diſclaim a connection thus thwarting the ſchemes 
of his ambition —the madneſs of his deſire Lone 
raiſes me to joy; the other ſinks me to deſpair,— 
How do ſuch oppoſite, ſuch conflicting ideas, 
ſhatter a frame already injured by my unabating 
melancholy! The beauties of nature, fo amply 
diſplay'd around this village, would give leaſh 

to any breaſt but mine; yet the ſickneſs of ſuſpend- 
ed hope ſo overcomes me, that I'muſt try them 
for a little air, though incapable of reliſhing their 
other charms. ©  - + | Exit M/ Sedley. 


8 5 e A The Village. WED | 


i . Mr. ALTAMONT, who ſees Miſs Sedley 
; quit the Cottage, to take her propoſed walk, 
Altamont. By all that's lucky, there ſhe goes, 


and takes the moſt retir'd path to the wood.— I'll 
| go | follow, — 


* 


_ 


| @ ] 


follow. —She cannot be . overſtock'd with | caſh, 
that's certain—the humble infigniſicance of her 
thatch'd dwelling precludes that ſuppoſition, TIR 
attack her at once with rhetoric and money. 
Surely one or the other is a batt for any Woman! 
{Goes after ker, and when ſhe has reached ſome 
diftance overtakes her, and purpoſely drops tus 
handherchief, whach he picks up. and offers, pre- 
tending to belieue it belonged to her.) 4 
Altamont. Permit me, Madam, to have the felt- 
City ol zeftoring your little Jols. e. 
Ne Sedley. It is not mine, Sir.—I rather think 
it is already in the owner's hands, — Since I this 
moment faw you drop it. | | 


Altamont What a heedleſs dog - AUpon my 


- foul, Madam, and ſo it is |—L will take more cares 


of it for the future. It is now invaluable; ſince 
to it I owe the pleaſure of addrefling a lady, whole 
charms do honour to our ruſtic ſhades, though 
they never could have had the happineſs of pro- 
ducing them. { Afede.) Hum! a tolerable ſpeech 
enough tor the firſt, I think.—-I with the would 
give mè a bit of her bijſtory though; for hang me 
it I know -what-to ſay net. | 

M/ Sedley. You are much more polite than 1 
deſerve, Sir; eſpecially as ill health, and conſe- 
quently depreſſion of ſpirits, cauſes -me to be 
equally unable to anſwer your compliments, and 
deſirous of ſolitude: _ © © e 

Altamont. ¶ Afide.) That's one way of telling 
me ſhe does mot want my company, to be ſure; 
but P11 be wiſer than to underftand it. Aloud.) 
Had your fate, fair Lady, been adjuſted by your 
merit, ſickneſs or care you had ever been a ſtranger 
+0. Attention may remove the firſt: if ariſing 
2 e mum 


— 


„ . 


from pecuniary motives, might I be permitted to 


offer an alleviation of the latter. preſents: a 


. „5 . | 
M/, Sedley. (afide.) Such ſudden generofity ! 
An entire. ftrange != Tis not the, look of genuine 
benevolence that's ſeated in his eye. They rove 


with forward boldneſs over the poor palhid re- 


mains of beauty left by my ſorrows. Their wild, 
their ardent gaze alarms me. { Aloud.) Indeed, 


Sir, you miſtake; my diſtreſſes do not arile 


from the ſources you imagine. Give me leave to 


wiſh you a good evening. - {Curt/cys, and is 


going). , 5 
Altamont throws himſelf on his knees and ex- 


— 


claims, Perhaps my lovely unknown, your reſerve 
proceeds from an unwillingneſs to receive an obli- 
gation; but 'tis I,- tis I, my charming fair, on 
whom the obligation will be laid. One ſmile 


would amply pay me, could I throw the riches of 


Indoſtan at your feet. I this dear hand I ſwear it. 
{Takes her hand, who draws it back.) 
Mi, Sedley. Leave me, Sir.—You do indeed 
not know me, or you would not uſe me thus.— 
-Nay, Sir, I inſiſt upon it—it is too diſagreeable 
ſuch behaviour. Le 2 | 
Altamont riſes in a paſhon. Is devilifh civil, in 
my opinion.—Yet, ſince you like it not, it ſhall be 


altered.—And thus I riſe, with active force and 


youthful vigour, --W hat, but now ſo humbly 1 
would have ſued for Embraces and endeavours 
7% convey. her father into the wood, whale ſhe 


ſcreams molently.). 


— 


%%% V 


oa Clerville, The ſcream of aſſaulted inmopence is 
85 a new 


* 


f 


@ new ſound in theſe ſolitary walks, where I have | 
been wont to only liſten to the melodious notes of 
the feather'd choriſters I Ha! what do I fee ?—- © __ 
The lady, Barns told me, reſided at the cottage |! | 8 
and the haughty youth I ſo lately met, attempting 1 
a deed by which at once he forfeits honour and Y 
humanity. Yet know, baſe villain, it ſhall be but 
an attempt—or Clerville deems himſelf co-partner " 
in thy guilt. He ruſhes forward. Scoundrel, 2F 
deſtſt, or know me for thy toe. Altamont turns | 
| about, and endeavours to defend himſelf with his | 
) horfewthrp.) e e ok f 
Altamont ſaſde. Damnation. Fhe man in ö 
brown, as Barns faid. Aloud.) Then know the 
| foes of Altamont ſhall meet his vengeance. {They 
feuſfie, in the courſe of which, © Clerville gets 
pofſeſhuon of Altamont's weapon, which he breaks, 
and then leading off the lady, leaves him with a 
lool of inaffeble pon: = }) [| Altamont goes on. 
Zounds, I could burit.—I could maſſacre man- 
kind, —Have I lived to be thus foil'd ?—Fo-day 
is yours, take care to-morrow is mine. 
Exit Altamont, 


Clerville re-enters, as condufling Miſs Sedley 


home. 


Mir Sedley. While I thank my generous de- 
liverer, I ſhudder at the illiberal threats of his an- 
tagoniſts. He called bimſelf an Altamont.—Ah t 
- how. unlike the mild, the amiable Lydia. 

Cleruille, (brafkly.) Do you then know my. 


Lydia? do you know her then fo amiable ? Ah “ 
how the heart of Clerville thanks you for tht 


praiſe. | q . 


„ 
M Sedley. Are you then Clerville ?—hittle does 
ſhe think you are here. bn, CS 
Cilerville. Nor would I have he: 
Mez/s: Sedley ¶ aſtde. As the dear girl means to 
ſurprize my Morton with the fight of me—m re- 
turn will 1 ſurprize-ber with the ſight of Clerville. 
At a time when the Altamonts are enraged at the 
Dolonel's deception, Nature may plead in favour 
/ ob their match, and all may be forgiven, O, could 
I be inſtrumental to fo happy an event Aloud.) 
Will you then, Mr. Clerville, favour me with your 
company to-morrow morning? I could then relate 4 
to you. a thouſand inſtances of » Miſs Altamont's 
goodneſs. — 
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__ Clervitle, Depend on my punctuality; you will 
afford me a gratification of the higheſt, and one tor | 
which I'd meet a thoufand Altamonts. | > 
V Se dley. I thall expect you, Sir. 
1 1 . . [ Exit different ways. 
SCENE Vil 
Village near the Cottage Cate. 


Enter BARNS: ig: ' 


Barns. By the dickens, I ſee'd the gemman in: 
brown along with the lady yeſterday, but he did 
not go into the Cottage -e I had no baſineſs to 
tel! Mr. Altamont; but i' faith il wateh eloſe this 
morning. O, here comes the Colonel and his 
Siſter, who, our folks fay, he is to have; and that 
there is is to be why 0 doings at the wedding.— 
{The Colonel and Miſs Altamont going in.) 80 
they be ſafe however.—-L['ll go and find the gem- 
man, oddzookers here he is. | 

| 1 | Enter 


DD „ 
Enter CLERVILLE« 
{Cleruille looking at his watch, } It is nearly 
the time appointed to attend Miſs Sedley—next 
do my Lydia, I think ſhe. is the moſt charming 
Voman I ever ſaw {Sces Barns.} Well Barns, 
FL any thing to-day p- 8 1 1 
* Barns, O yes, your honour. The Colonel, 
all in ſcarlet and gold, Mits Altamont mane 
| fine indeed, be juſt gone in there, Points t8 
tte Cottage.) e : ts 
[Es Clerville. Egad 'tis very ſurpriſing! They muſt 
have dropt in by accident. Mils Sedley could 
never have meant me to have met my rival ſure 
but together my tameneſs does not. become the 
lacred charatter-ef a huſband. © am the betrayer 


» 


of my own, of Lydia's honour, ſhould theſe tre- 
quent opportunities, allow'd the Colonel, be pro- 
ductive of conſequences which yet may be pre- 
vented. Let what will follows I'll be a joiner of . * 
the party.: oo 

* : 


CLERVILLE, enters. 


| Files: Ecod, and he goes in too— I' poſt to 
ſlquire— and then F ſhall: have earn'd the money 
of them both. | [Ext Barns. 


"4 GENE IX: 
An Apartment in. the Cottage.. 
Miſs SEDLEY, CLERVILILLE.. * 


Miſs Sedley, Excuſe me, Sir—I. would Hove: 
$0; | E 4 waited. 


( 64 J 

waited on you immediately, but ſome company 
prevented me. Will you amuſe yourſelf for a few 
moments with one of the books lying on the table? 
And if the do not preſently go, I will introduce. 
you to them, if agreeable, }Clerville bows, and 
Exit Miſs Sedley. | Th At 
Clerville. O yes, Fm in a pretty humour to be 
amus' d by books beyond difptite. | a rap is heard. | 
Amazement, Lord and Lady Ahtamont, what can. 
this mean ?—] will not be viſible till 1 know. fur. | 
ther. Where ſhall F conceal myſeif ?—Luckyy. 
they go up: ftairs—there is no need—0 that. IL. 
-, could be indeed inviſible ; yet amongſt them. 


- 


S CEN E X. 
changes 70 the Room above. 


As Lord aud Lady Altamont. enter, the Colonel 
is diſcovered on his: knees to Miſs Altamont.— 
who appears to. hear him with encouragement. 


Eord Alta mont. There, there my Lady, I knew. 
I was right. See how prettiiy they bill and coo; 
take her, rake her Colonel. 1 | 
Miſs Altamont. It he'll have me, my Lord. 
Colonel. If ſhe does it, then depend alone on: 
me. Oh rapturous word! 'Fhns then with tranſ- 
ort do I ſeize this hand;—--a hand fat this. 
2 % Miſs Sedley comes forward from à cloſel,— 
Miſs Altamont ,flibs. behind, and holds the hand 
of Miſs Sedley towards th: Calonel.j Madneſs. 
end confuhon.—My wile the form of Harriet 
ö | | 1 ; here 


— 


* 


ES. 


Here at ſuch a time—ſpeak, art thou: A realty or a 
phantom 

M2 Sedley. Alas, indeed the Phantom of my 
former ſelf. 


Colonel. Heaven'i s, what a look Was there—how- 
fraught with woe—how pale that viſage, once 


blooming into {miles when Morton told his love! 
I feel, 1 feel, myſelf the murderer of the deeply. 


injured, the abandon'd Morton! Ves, by that title 

5 —unhappy Harriet will EL own thee. Hence yain. 

ambition—hence the raging fires oF unhallow' d 

love; if yet repentant ſighs can top conſuming. 
t 


ſorrow, if yet returning love can bid the roſes 1 
Hygea bloſſom on thy cheek ; behold them here. 


A Sedley. I would ſpeak ;- did not excels of: 
| happineſs deny the power; read then whatever: 


you would waſh—in eyes that never can ceaſe: 
to look on you with affecion till death has clos'd: 
them in the darkſome grave 


. Lord Altamont runs uf to the Colonel with his: 


cane rats d, and n a violent palſion. 1 


©, you dog p42 villain—if a child: of mine. 
I would, damme if I know 


had done Fas | would 
what I would do. 


Miſs Altamont. Hor I tremble, . though my 


Clerville's abſent. ( Clerville heard from without. ) 


Ah! what voice is that ?—it is—ſupport WIE Ken: 
Faints, whale COTM ruſhes: in and runs 70 


help hier. 


Cleruille. Awake my love—-my N : 


thou deareſt partner of Clerville's heart; awake, 
lieve this lover, 132 thy N 


| Lord. | 


— 
— 


— — 
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N ra. 


Tord ALTAMONT, Lats ALTAMONT, and the 
Colon EL, all at once. | 


80 Huſband. 5 | 
Clerville. Ves, hoſband's ris hes are mine; but 
who ſhall dare to wreſt them from me. Pardoh 
me, my Lord, if my Lydia's ſituation made me 
regardleſs of the reſpect F owe you ; but let me 
now petition: for. 
Lady Altamont. Petition me, no petition, ig 


Lord Altamont, Be moderate, my dear Led: 
Lord Altamont. Moderate I ſay, indeed ! 
{Honourable Mr. Altamont "ag on the . 
Here comes 28 zZounds he ſhall ſhoot them : 


3 calls ins he comes up. "3 This way 
my boys, while I get 150 little demure into the 
chaiſe——ſome of you drag brown coat through 


the neareſt horle Pond. 


Enters, followed by three or 1 25 flout Allows, 


Hell and confuſion, my father-----my ſiſter 


how many more? by all the powers o diſap- 


pointmen . — 
Clerville. A diſappointment, tiow fortunate for 


ourſelf, Sir? who who would have raviſhed the 


wiſe of your deareſt" friend, and N the 


huſband of your ſiſter. 
Altamont. My God. is all this poſſible ! >From 


vorhat a precipice have I eſcaped ? 


Colonel. While 1, with bluſhes, acknowledge 


my fate had been but Val. —And while F OM 
i a To. 


To $. .; 


Mr. Clerville for the protection I ſhrewdly ſuſpect 


he has afforded my Harriet. I will ſolicit for him 
to my Lord, did I not ſo much ſtand in need of 
 torgivenels there myſelf, VVV 


E!ater Cras, booted and fur d as from a 
Jyourmy.” 


Miſs Sedley. My uncle! 


Crab. Aye, your uncle! but how prodigeoufly 


retir'd you live here niece ! one, two, three, and 
not half told. —Gad I am ſorry I intruded ſo mat 

apropos, as you call it. | 

Mis Sedley. O, uncle, ſuch a ſcene, ſuch diſ- 


coveries. Need 1 ſay I'm happy when my Mor- : 


ton's kind. 1 | 

Crab. So, ſo, I'm robb'd of all the ſchemes 1 
had formed to bring matters about—I am. 

Lord Altamont. O, my old friend Crab, tis 1 
am robb' d, plunder'd, and cheated—how. thalt E 
puniſh them ? | 

Crab. By forgiving them. For you, Mr, Co- 
lonel, I have fortune enough to make you not to 
dwell upon the loſs of Miſs Altamont, and intereſt 


enough to get you higher in the army than you de- 


ferve, provided you don't defert your wite's co- 
lours again. But as for you, my Lord 

Lord Altamont. Well, I will own, Crab, your 
example has done more than your perſuaſions could 
have effected. So here paſſes a general amneſty. 

Lady Altamont. Indeed, my Lord, you have 
much obliged me. | 5 | 


Crab. 


— 


= * 1 


Crab. Indeed, my Lady, I think he has muefr 
obliged himſelf, If I know him, he muſt feel 
at this moment the happineſs he confers ; but as 
Crab muſt moralize, I cannot help obſerving, that 
whilſt I reprobate arbitrary power in the parent, 
I muſt condemn thoſe concealments, which, 
though in the preſent inſtance, have had a fa- 
vourable coneluſion- - -had nearly led to conſe- 
quences which muſt have embittered. the remain- 
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TO THE READER. 


As on the flage, whate'er the ſcene has prey'd, 

A Richard rag'd, or hapleſs Juliet lov'd, 5 
How gay Thalia all our cares beguil'd, 

Er Melpomene rais'd the. ſorrow wild ; | | 
When drops the curtain doth there nought remain, 
No ancient cuſtom which we yet retain ? 

The Hero riſes, and renew'd his breath, 

Awakes from honour'd or diſhonour'd death; 


No plumey warrior, clad in armour now, 


E'en Hotſpur makes a moſt ſubmiſhve bow ; 

And, ſtrange to tell, of ſuch a mighty man, 

| Paint is his theme, a petticoat, or fan. 

To make you laugh, who all ſo late was fear, 

Attacks the reigning faſhions of the year; 

In caps, in curls, in gauzes deeply read, 

You'd think the Earl a millener'd been bred. 

Or elſe, for nobler efforts of the Muſe, | 

See pity's flrain ſome gentle Princeſs chuſe : 

W hoſe griefs fictitious, made the ſweat- drops flow, 

Now bids you turn, and to turn to real woe. | 

How many a wretch, who needs the rich one's aid, 
Fed by pale want, by poverty array'd? + | 25 
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